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GLENN GUAN
© The Star / Glenn Guan

“His work transcends mere visual aesthetics, refined techniques and 
glamorous lighting - he goes beyond such superficiality as his work 
reflects not only the nation’s most prominent stories, but also chronicles 
tales and movements from around the world.”



Pro Interview

 98   DIGITAL SLR PHOTOGRAPHY AUGUST 2011

A
s a prominent member of The 
Star’s photo department, 
Glenn Guan’s work has 

headlines hundreds of times, 
and has most likely kept you 

the nation’s most prominent stories, but 

around the world.

in the prestigious 10th Asia Media Awards 

His determination
pand love for sports

p g p yphotography has
earned him a Silver 
in the “Best in

jPhotojournalism”
g ysports category in

the prestigious 10th
Asia Media Awards
2011...
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of risk-taking has landed him many 

Award in the MCPA Asian Cup 2007 and 

studied IT and did web design on the side 

Tourism Pahang where I spent an entire 
month on Tioman island,” shared Glenn. 

the Sports Arena and make this his area of 

Australia amongst the freezing sand dunes, 
where models wore less than three layers 

game if you shoot sports or else you won’t 

what’s going on right in front of you,” he 

make or break your entire day’s work.”
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GLENN GUAN
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g y pYou have to love the game if you shoot sports or
y ,else you won’t know where to look next, how to 

p ppanticipate the opponent’s move or how to even 
g g g yfollow what’s going on right in front of you
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in the news industry makes personal 

with little time for himself. Being on 

impossible to plan, as when natural 
disasters strike, his team will most likely be 

information in one shot and when you’re 

the wee hours of the morning with three to 
four assignments due that day. He normally 

remember was a 3-hour one way journey to 

Malaysian team who won a gold medal. 

As a sports photojournalists, Glenn is 
always seen lugging around almost his 

Mark IV, 5D Mark II, 7D, Canon EF 300mm 
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Switching to The Star brought a lot of 
chances to experiment with different 
subject matter, circumstances and
categories of photography. 
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GLENN GUAN

to sports photography. It may seem like a 

important things you need when shooting, 

how are you going to make your images 

for areas no one else will imagine shooting 

an on-going game and sat upon the 

anyway.” 
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stories, some with a more terrifying twist. 

They were fed with empty promises daily, and 

trip. Upon landing we had to sneak from 

deported. It was really intense.” This was his 

would be. He had heard that four journalists 
and their team had been kidnapped and 

after Friday prayers on the street of Sana’a, 

the borders. Some of them had not eaten for 

between barbed wires.

authorities, Glenn had to put aside all his 

Being a photojournalist has its perks and 

one’s eyes to a world beyond our own. 

future stories. Whether snapping away at 
Wimbledon, the Japan Super GT International 

making headlines around the world for a long 

Glenn and his team 
p ywere fed with empty

p y,promises daily, and
were herded from

pone place to another
glike cattle, moving

ythem as far away as
ppossible from 
covering the story

AUGUST 2011 DIGITAL SLR PHOTOGRAPHY  99  

In Tunisia we
witnessed tens
of thousands of 

g grefugees rushing
yout from Libya

ydaily, but
gcouldn’t get the

ppermission to
cross the
borders. Some of 
them had not 
eaten for days...
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